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younger brother, Christopher, had come to live, with his
wife, in the paternal home at Horton. Milton, the father,
was not unwilling that Ms son should have Ms foreign tour,
as a part of that elaborate education by wMch he was
qualifying himself for Ms doubtful vocation. The cost
Was not to stand in the way, considerable as it must have
been. HowelTs estimate, in Ms Instructions for Forreine
Travel, 1642, was 300?. a year for the tourist himself,
and 601. for his man, a sum equal to about 1000Z. at
present.

Among the letters of introduction with which Milton
provided himself, one was from the aged Sir Henry
Wotton, Provost of Eton, in Milton's immediate neigh-
bourhood. Sir Henry, who had lived a long time in
Italy, impressed upon Ms young friend the importance of
discretion on the point of religion, and told Mm the story
which he always told to travellers who asked Ms advice.
**At Siena I was tabled in the house of one Alberto

Seipioni, an old Koman courtier in dangerous times.....

At my departure for Eome I had won confidence
enough to beg his advice how I might carry myself
securely there, without offence of others, or of mine own
conscience. * Signer Arrigo mio/ says he, 'pensieri str&tto
&d il msa sciolto (thoughts close, countenance open.) will
go safely over the whole world.'" Though the intensity
of the Catholic reaction had somewhat relaxed in Italy,
the deportment of a Protestant in the countries wMch were
terrorised by the Inquisition was a matter which demanded
rrrach circumspection. Sir H. Wotton spoke from his
own experience of far more rigorous times than those of
the Barberini Pope. But he may have noticed, even in
his brief acquaintance with Milton, a fearless presumption
of speech which was just what was most likely to bring
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